Chapter 5. Using Tethers with Installed Anchors

FAQs

Too few CRs are
tethered today!
Kids under 40
pounds are missing
out on better
protection.
Let’s get caregivers
excited about using
tethers, the better
idea!

Alternatives to consider
when the child exceeds
the TA weight limit of
the vehicle
• Move the child into a booster,
if developmentally ready and if
a lap-shoulder belt is available.
• Use a conventional CR that
has passed the 28-inch head
excursion test without a
tether used, such as a Radian
model (Sunshine Kids).
• Use a CR that routes the
shoulder belt to perform like a
tether, such as the ProSPORT
(Recaro), Roosevelt (Merritt
Manufacturing), or Spirit APS
2400 (Columbia Medical).
• Use a CR that has a dualtether feature.
• Install a heavy-duty TA.
• Use the seat belt from the
row behind as a TA, if allowed
by both manufacturers. (See
appendices A and B.)
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Frequently Asked Questions About
Tether Use
If a child restraint comes with a tether, must the tether
always be used?
All U.S. forward-facing child restraints made since September 1,
1999, must meet a stringent federal requirement that allows approximately four inches less head excursion (a total of 28 inches forward
motion) than the previous test (32 inches). Almost all CRs use a
tether in order to meet this requirement. A CR with a tether must also
meet the 32-inch test without a tether.
Best practice is to always use a tether for a forward-facing CR
for children weighing up to 40 to 48 pounds, either with lower
attachments or the seat belt. Retrofitting should be encouraged. In
all LATCH positions, a tether is available and should be used. (See
manufacturers for possible TA or tether use weight limits.)
However, if a TA is not available or is impossible to obtain and
install, or the child is above the anchor weight limit, use a tight seat
belt alone to secure a conventional CR to provide a minimal level of
protection.
Why can’t I get more tether anchors installed in my vehicle?
The LATCH standard (FMVSS 225) calls for specific tests for every
tether anchor installed in a vehicle. It also specifies a minimum
of three tether anchors in most vehicles. Vehicle manufacturers
generally follow the rule strictly. They would be responsible for
testing any additional anchors or anchor points/anchor kits.
Consequently, the presence of the standard has, in cases of
three-row vehicles, limited the options more than before the standard.
What’s the best advice today for tethering seats for children
with special needs?
The increasing availability of the dual-tether anchor and shoulder
belt options offer alternatives to the complicated process of installing
a heavy-duty TA for children over the TA upper weight limit.
Choosing a CR that offers these options (Columbia Medical, E-Z-ON
Products, Merritt Manufacturing, Safe Traffic System, or Snug Seat)
would be wise, provided that the CR selected meets the specific
needs of the individual child’s condition.
Is the weight of the car seat included in the maximum weight
listed for the LATCH system or for tether anchors?
No, the maximum weight limit of the CR considers only the
weight of the child occupant. There is only one exception, Subaru,
which includes the weight of the child and the CR in the 60-pound maximum weight stated for use of its LATCH system. When the tether is used
with a seat belt, however, Subaru allows users to follow the CR weight
limit for tether use.
Is it possible to tighten a tether strap too much?
A tether strap on a forward-facing CR should be as snug as
possible without excessive force being applied. Over-tightening
a tether with a tilt-lock adjuster can make it impossible to tilt the
adjuster to loosen.

